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' o The •$;& Environmental ProtectionAgency and WR Grace and:Co: an-nounced April 18 tliat Grace Ms rejectedan EPA plan to clean asbestos coiitami-nation rrom two former jnine sites inLibby. Grace says tlie proposal wouldjeopardize the c o m p a n y ' s rights. '"W.Ri Grace Company informed theU.S.. EPA Region 8 on April 18 that theyare not interested in signing a cpnsen-sual clean-up agreenient for cleaniup

with the U. S. Justice Department beforedeciding whether to accept Grace's of feror do the cleanup i t s e l f . He said worktvill begin in May, regardless df that de-• cision. ; : ' " ' • • - ; v ;

Grace operated Libby's vermiculitemine from 1963 to 1990. In November,1999( newspapers around the country be-gan publishing unconfirmed aiid unveri-f iab l e reports that "l
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EPA would cKi^te a eie|nup pM aiidGrace:w6uldjbe xesip^ibje ior its cost • 'IMder such an prdei; Grace ws i i ldSfe ta inthe right to sue if it f e | s tlie costs are ;'pi-'tiated cleanup plan would l i ini f ihe com-pany's appeal rights. •} ' . .;
Grace spokesman Bill Corcpran saidfte EPA plan \vastoo broad bemuse ifasked the company t o g i w u p f i t s nglits.He said the company is edinmitted to thecleanup. •Peronard said (lie EPA must consul!

Xhe Mpntanian by (3ayla Benefield ofI^ibby Asbes to s /Vlct inK Relief ^Orgari&a-tion. It : shoiivs^that 5& workers died ô as-bestpsis ibi rries t j f l ie l ionia. an'gsfeicj s-. .ivSit those ea ês nave notbeen d e f i n i t e l y linked to asbestos. .'- liter verinicul|te;processing sites • whicll]&iriK^:]ii^ass^^anA^jii^ !>

^hujsei^coritam^ dangerous^ leveis;£g:as
whiclifilaiit ' •:^asjbestos. The nursery, Raintree Nursery,has since gone out of business.


